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Customer Reviews

| first got exposed to the textbook as an undergraduate student in civil engineering. Served as an
excellent in depth textbook for that level. During my masters program it was a good starting point.
As a consulting engineer, | can find most of the basic and fundamental answers. The language is
lucid and simple. | have read lots of books on wastewater engineering. Agreed that there are more
detailed texts available on specific areas of wastewater treatment, but this textbook does a very
good job of striking that balance just right of covering material in enough detail for students and the
practising engineer. It is usually enough unless you are writing a masters thesis or a doctoral
dissertation. This text, together with the companion textbook, Collection and Pumping of
Wastewater has served me very well during my college and professional career. Highly
recommended to anyone looking for a good book on wastewater treatment. | very respectfully
disagree with the gentleman from Istanbul above who feels that this book is poor. When taking my

PE exam, if | was to be limited to just one textbook on wastewater, | would take this one.

The book gives the modern process engineer enough background to engineer complete waste
water treatment plants. Specially the biological part is very good. Only at the physical chemical part,
the information is based on installations produced in the US. The European (nicer) designes and

developments are not described in the book.



there is a bit of truth in all the above reviews. It has not entirely been my bible, but more a Readers
Digest version; if | need a quick answer, it is the first book | grab. Yes there are a lot of
mathematical mistakes or misprints in it,and that includes a good number of the worked examples,
which rather defeats the purpose. Yes it is very American orientated, but it also has tables and
footnotes throughout, giving useful orimmediate conversions to other systems, well, metric that is,
not imperial. There are a lot nicer processes about, some definitely European. But that misses the
point a bit: the most fundamental problem is that the book is nearly ten years old. Therefore it is not
surprising that newer processes are missing. | am desperately looking forward to a fourth edition,
and I'll be the first to buy it! In the meantime I'll keep using the third. But what happened to the
(Indian) paperback version, which was a lot better priced for a book of this age? Still, there is no

substitute!

This book was of great necessity on the PE exam and | wouldn’t have been able to do much without

it. A definite must for your bookshelf.

This book contains large amount of information and therefore it may be argued that it is an important
reference in the field. Unfortunately, as a textbook for undergraduate teaching, it is terrible. There
are several mistakes in the solved examples. Problems at the end of each chapter are not well
prepared. Solving the problems at the end of a chapter do not necessarily contribute to a better
understanding of the material contained in that chapter.A large number of equations related to the
activated sludge process are presented, but they are not well connected. How these equations can
be systematically used in design is neither well explained nor well exemplified. Overall, this book is
not suitable for self-study without the guidance of an experienced instructor/engineer who also has
practical experience in wastewater plant design and operation.Then again, there are very few good
books in this field (if any). The field of water and wastewater treatment certainly needs good

authors/teachers!
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